Everyday life has hazards and risks that you can avoid by taking normal precautions. Crossing the street with
the WALK signal ratherthan the DON’ TWALK signalisa precautlon you can take to avoid bemq struck by
amoving vehicle. Thisis a simple action thatis easy tofollow. However, more complex precautlons mustbe
taken forhazards that are more complicated and potentially disastrous. To deal with such hazards, you will
needto deveiop a famiiy disaster pian. As you make this plan, you will make decisions that will prepare you

for dppropndle on-the- SpO[ actions.
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partlcular emerqencnes Fordlfferenttvpes ofhazards (natural, technological, or
national security emergencies) you will follow four steps.

i. Acquire information oniocal and home hazards. B i

2. Work with members of your househoid to deveiop a family disaster pian. 1] 1]
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4. Exercise (practice) your family disaster plan and update it periodically E II.

Although you should analyze risks foryourown community, you also should know [ B

some general information about all major hazards. Emergencies can occurany
time, evenwhen you are onatripto anotherarea. While you donotneed aspecmc

i

-~ [ e et ~

emergency plan for every possibie emergency, you should be familiar with the ] Il
most common emergencies and know what actions you should take to protect r H
yourself athome orelsewhere.
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There are many factors to be considered when you determine the dangersto your
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hazards, or nationai SeCUFIIy

* Yourcommunity's past history of emergencies caused by the hazard,
* Geographical conS|derat|ons, Just as you take precautions
» Community characteristics, and in everyday life to avoid
» Distance fromtransportation routes, large urban areas, large industrial areas, unnecessalyinjunes, ners
ilitarv bases are precauthns youcan lake
ormilitary : inemergencies that will help
4 Dact Lictan, protectyourlife and property.
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If your community has had floods, forestfires, orindustrial accidents before, these emergencies could happen
again. The risk may be higher than in communities that have not experienced these emergencies Youcan
learnaboutthe history of emergencres rrom |oca| newspaper records, emergency management offices, oryour
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2. Geographical Characteristics
Ifyoulive nearanocean, ariver, afault
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A study of your community’s history could reveal its vulnerability to certain types important industries or military bases
ofemergenciesNsuch as hazardous maieriais accidents, fiooding, or earihquakes. may be at risk from both natural and

technologlcal hazards. A smali rurai
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r emergency manager or city planner can nrovide
mformatlon about major industries and the other
characteristics of your community relevant to its hazard

vulnerability.
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Distance from ansporiation Routes, Cities, indusitries, or
Military Bases

Althniinh varir cammimitvy mav annoar tn have faw rickea
ArnCugn Your COMiMuniiy may appear 10 Nave iCW 1iSKS,
you may beclosetol hinh riskareas. Thecloservouare. the

be yo
areaterthechanceofsomedlsasters Forexample, airplanes
may fly over your area. Also, hazardous materials are
transported by train, truck, or pipeline, and their routes may
Geographic characteristics could predispose your run through or near your community.

inity to uch as lanaslide. Youriocal emergency management
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Vulnerability Analysis

To prepare yourself to deal with natural
hazards technologlcal hazards or

, o learn what the potential disasters are
The presence of a chemical plant or similar site in your community would indicate a and whichones are most likely to affect
need for specific preparedness steps. you. Once you know this, you can learn

more about howto mitiga ;[ nd prepare
for those specific hazards.

After you have considered all of the risk factors, you can determine which hazards are most likely to impact
your community. The nextstep is to find outhow much damage these hazards couid cause in yourcommunuy
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Analyzing the Risks

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR NATURAL HAZARDS?

Natural hazards are those caused by natural events that pose threats to lives, property, and other assets

society vaiues. We wili discuss natural hazards separately from the others, because these often can be
predicted, and you can mitigate against many of the damaging effects. Natural hazards tend to occur
repeatedly inthe same geographical locations

either because they are related to weather — e .. e o ¥ I

patterns (tornados blizzards, floods, F[ - -
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e Severethunderstorm;
* Flood and flash flood;
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Even communities free from obvious hazards may be a thoroughfare for

Landslide and mudflow; hazardous materials being transported via train, truck, or pipeline.
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Now let’s begin to examine your risk from natural hazards ‘)f;' fl m)
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The following charts and maps provide an overview of the major U;s Q-L'/’
natural hazards that may threaten your community. Become An analysis of your communit 's vulnerabiliy to
familiar with these charts and maps because they include different types of hazards is a,}':, essential step in
important information for your emergency plans. Itis important both family and community preparedness.

to know the types of hazards, as well as the locations where

these hazards are most iikely to strike. This information wiii heip you to understand the nature of the specific
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Natural Hazards Charts and Maps
STEP1  Review maps, descriptions, and geographical considerations.

EP2 Readthemapkeytio lnterpret any snadnng orsymbois used inthe map. Locate your State on each
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map and analyze the risk in your State.

Note that the maps show general areas rather than precise b
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records if your communltv appears to be near the edce ofa

STEP3  Putacheckinthe box next to the description if the map suggests that this hazard could threaten

your community.
STEP4  For each hazard you checked, also check the circle next to any related hazards (other hazards
that could be triggered by this one). This check will remind you to study the related hazards
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q SEVERE THUNDERSTORM

Description Geographical Considerations

Severe thunderstorms are weather systems Every State receives afewthunderstorms each year;
accompanied by strong winds, lightning, heavy rain  the Southeast and Midwest have the greatest
or hail, and possibly tornados. They mayoccursingly,  frequency. Florida has the greatest occurrence.

in groups, or in a long line that can extend hundreds

of miles.

O Related Hazards

Heavy rains may cause floods and flash floods.
Violent thunderstorms can also cause tornados.
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